THEMES IN “GLADIATOR”

These are the three themes we’ll be focusing on as we study the film. You must thoroughly understand them all and be able to analyse (refer back to my essay sheet if unsure; or ask me) them throughout any essay you write.
I. LOVE (Remember there are different types of love – romantic, unrequited, patriotic, paternalistic, narcissistic, incestuous, maternal, fraternal, etc.)

· Maximus – Marcus Aurelius (as father figure, respected leader, and ideal of Rome).

· Maximus – his family (and their memory).

· Maximus – the men under his command (he is paternalistic towards them, but is not afraid to order them into battle to achieve his military goals).

· Lucilla – Lucius (maternal love).

· Lucilla – Maximus (unrequited romantic love).

· Commodus – himself (narcissistic love)

· Commodus – Lucilla (incestuous love showing corruption at the heart of Rome)

II. CORRUPTION (What is meant by corruption? A man can be morally corrupt, but so can a State/political system)

· Ideal of Rome corrupted, even under the rule of Marcus Aurelius

· Lucilla corrupted by power at beginning; then forced to betray Maximus at the end.

· Commodus is a corrupt ruler (he brings the gladiatorial contests back to distract the mob from their daily existence).

· Commodus is morally corrupt at a personal level; he has an incestuous relationship with his sister, and murdered his father. He is only loyal to himself.

· The brutal and decadent reality of Rome (its hypocrisy) is corrupt.

III. THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL (As both internal and external conflict)

· Marcus Aurelius’ conscience; he wants to atone for years of war.

· Marcus Aurelius’ Rome triumphs over the Barbarians (ironic because the civilization of Rome hides its brutality).

· Maximus triumphs over Commodus. He avenges his family and restores justice to Rome.

· Lucilla’s conscience (at the start she is Commodus’ fellow traveller, but becomes a supporter of Maximus).

· At the end the Senate (a symbol of democracy) triumphs over Commodus.

· The Senate also triumphs over the ignorant “mob” who give Commodus his power base.
